
Freshman Summer Reading  
2017 

 
Welcome to Seattle Prep!  As part of Freshman Collegio, you will be participating in our 
Summer Reading program. The books you will be reading this summer are 

           
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford 

 
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

 
You will take an objective test (multiple choice) on The Secret Life of Bees during the first week 
of school.  A Study Guide for the objective test will be on the Summer Reading 2017 link on the 
Seattle Preparatory School webpage. 
 
You will participate in a graded discussion on Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet during 
the first week of school. To prepare for these discussions, students should be active readers, and 
should take plenty of notes in their books.  Students who are able to refer to specific passages in 
their novels will make better contributions to discussions.  A Freshman Literature Review Chart 
is included at the end of this document to help you study for the graded discussion. 
 
 More information about the objective test and graded discussion will be provided by your 
Collegio teachers when you start school. 
 

Preview of Summer Books 
 

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet takes the reader on a journey with Henry Lee as he remembers 
life as a young teenager in Seattle’s Chinatown in the 1940’s.  While attending an all-white school, Henry 
must wear a button declaring “I am Chinese” to protect him from the increasing prejudice against 
Japanese Americans after the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  Complicating Henry’s life is the fact that Keiko, 
his best friend and fellow jazz lover, is Japanese American.   His loyalty to Keiko and her family allows 
him an insider’s view of the internment of Japanese Americans living on the West Coast. 
 Alternating between the present day and the 1940’s, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 
captures a bitter historical chapter in United States history, but ultimately remains a sweet story of first 
love and its enduring power.   

 
 
 The Secret Life of Bees is set in South Carolina in 1964.  The story follows young Lily Owen, a 14 year 
old girl trying to put together the pieces of her dead mother’s past, while wanting to escape the oppressive 
confines of her bitter father’s home.  Guided by little more than a few of her mother’s possessions, Lily 
runs away and finds the home of the Boatwright sisters, who despite their differences in race (She’s 
white. They’re black) and age, welcome her into their home.  Once there, Lily’s understanding of the 
devastating impact of racism deepens, right along with her capacity to love and be loved.  This is a 
powerful novel about friendship, healing, and the complex definitions of family.  The author, Sue Monk 
Kidd, creates a believable narrator who is honest, insightful, and a lot of fun.  Spend a little time getting 
to know Lily, and you won’t be disappointed.   
 
     If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Slevin: aslevin@seaprep.org 
 

 
 



Freshman Literature Review Chart 
To prepare for the graded discussion, we suggest that you use this chart to organize your 
thoughts about literary elements.  Make your notes as comprehensive as possible.  You will be 
allowed to use your notes during the discussion.  This chart will also be found on the Seattle Prep 
English Department webpage.   
      
1.  Title, Author, Year Published 2.  Characters/characterization:  Make a list 

of such elements as physical attributes, 
personality traits, relationships, motivation, 
etc.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Plot:  List the key events, and explain their 
importance in the overall story.  Remember:  
the important element of plot is conflict.  
Identify all significant conflicts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  Themes: Identify the central or dominant 
ideas in the work and illustrate them with 
examples of scenes from book. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.  Setting, Important Objects, and Natural 
Phenomena:  List the key aspects of 
surroundings, time periods, recurring or key 
objects, and natural phenomena like weather, 
water, fire, animals, etc.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.  Miscellaneous Notes   

 


