
 
 

World Languages Department 
 
Welcome to Seattle Preparatory School!  We are very excited that you have chosen to join us.   
 
Seattle Prep offers four years of four different world languages (French, German, Mandarin 
Chinese and Spanish).  The majority of incoming freshmen enroll in level 1 of the language 
in which they are interested.  For students with in-depth middle school language programs, 
we offer written placement exams for students of Spanish and French and, upon request, 
oral interviews for students of German and Mandarin Chinese.  Students of Spanish can be 
placed into Spanish 1 Honors (an accelerated version of Spanish 1), and students of French, 
German and Mandarin Chinese may be placed into level 2.   
 
Our goal is to place students in the class in which they will be appropriately challenged and 
successful.  The placement tests and interviews assess breadth of vocabulary, understanding 
of some grammatical concepts and (in the case of French and Spanish) presentational 
writing.  Teachers will also be assessing students during the start of the 1st semester at which 
time further adjustments may be made to placements and students may be moved when 
appropriate.  While we make every intention to place students in the level that is most 
appropriate, there are sometimes scheduling considerations that do not allow higher 
placement in French, German and Mandarin Chinese.  Information regarding the sequencing 
of the course can be found on our website: 
http://www.seaprep.org/academics/departments/worldlanguages 
 
As with all levels of world language, an appeal process will be in place for students who wish 
to be considered for a class other that what has been recommended.  In addition, freshmen 
teachers will further assess students’ level in the beginning of the school year and make 
adjustments when and if necessary. 
 
Once again, welcome to Seattle Prep.  We look forward having a great year next year. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Darik 
 
 
Darik Olson  
Seattle Preparatory School | Chair and Faculty | World Languages  
2400 11th Ave East, Seattle WA  98102 | dolson@seaprep.org  



 

 
 
 


