
 
 

Science Department 
 
Greetings new families! My name is Heather Murphy and I have the privilege of serving as 
the Science Department Chair.  First let me welcome you to Seattle Preparatory School and 
let you know how glad we are that you have chosen to join us. 
 
Seattle Prep offers two freshman science possibilities: Integrated Physics & Chemistry (IPC) 
and Honors Biology.  The majority of incoming freshmen take IPC and find it to be an 
appropriately challenging course.  Students who that take Honors Biology are taking it a year 
earlier than the normal sequence, and they are integrated into the same classes as the 
sophomores.   
 
Our goal is to place students in the class where they will be appropriately challenged, and 
also highly successful.  We use the High School Placement Test (HSPT) scores, as well as the 
math placement test, to identify students who are highly prepared for high school level 
science and likely to be successful in Honors Biology.  Years of data have shown us that our 
placement process for incoming freshmen is highly accurate.  Even those students who are 
strong science learners, including those who have had a portion of our curriculum 
previously, tend to find that they are appropriately challenged by the IPC curriculum, due to 
the depth and breadth of the class.  You will also find that there are lots of opportunities for 
students to move up into the Honors classes, with students who start in IPC having a very 
solid foundation on which to build with those classes.  A student starting in IPC has access 
to all of the same classes as a student starting in Honors Biology.  Here is a link to the 
progression of science classes on our website: 
http://www.seaprep.org/academics/departments/science. 
 
Following a review of HSPT and math placement test scores, the student and parents will be 
notified of the student’s science placement for freshman year via email.  As with all levels of 
science, an appeal process will be in place for students who wish to be considered for a class 
other than what has been assigned. 
 
Again, welcome to Seattle Prep, and I hope that we can work together to make next year a 
great year for all of our incoming freshmen. 
 
AMDG, 
Heather 
 
Heather M. Murphy 
Chemistry Teacher 
Science Department Chair 

 
 


